
DEVARCHIT VARMA n Indore 

India opener Abhishek Sharma said he
had to find ways to counter the West
Indies’ plans against him after smash-
ing a 30-ball 69 to power India to a 14-
run win in the third T20I here.

India took a 2-1 lead in the five-
match series with Abhishek’s quickfire
knock, his 108-run stand for the second
wicket with Ishan Kishan (37), and
Arshdeep Singh’s 3/44 setting up the
victory in the third game here on
Sunday. Abhishek said the West Indies
opening with off-spinner Roston Chase
and their field placement on the off side
prompted him to explore more scoring
options.

“I wouldn’t say it was deliberate, but
it was there in my mind that they had
a plan against me,” Abhishek told
reporters after the match when asked
about his off-side strokes.

“(With the) off-spinner bowling
against me, it was just a battle between
him and me. I gave him respect in the
first over because he is bowling really
well in this series, so it is just the plan
that went pretty well for me as well.”

“…because in the powerplay, I was
trying to just get a few runs and they had
a plan for me, and I had to play better
than that,” said Abhishek, who smacked

six fours and five sixes in his innings.
He added, “I don’t think and play

deliberately. It just happens when I see
the field placement, whenever they
have a field placement which allows me

to just give myself room and play those
shots.” India restricted the West
Indies to 209 for seven after being

bowled out for 223. Abhishek said India
wanted to be ruthless against the
Caribbean side. “West Indies is such a

team that you can
never say that the
match is now on our
side.This was on
our mind because

we saw in the last
match that whichev-
er batsman comes in,

(with) the conditions
that we have here, it is
very easy for them to

take the match
to their

side.”
“ S o

t h a t
was in
o u r
mind
even

when we were losing wickets, we were
saying that we would be ruthless
thereon and we will not give them a
single chance to come back,” he said.

“The way (Shamar) Springer batted, I
was really surprised by the way he
played those shots; those weren’t easy
shots. You have to be ready all the time,
(even) if they are at 50/5 as well, I think
they have that capability to turn things
around for themselves. In that case we
were very much prepared this time.”

Abhishek backed his Punjab team-
mate Naman Dhir, who claimed 2/39, to
do well for India in the coming years.

“I’ve seen him from Under-14 days so
I know how well he can bowl. You have
to just tell him the plan; probably a bowler
doesn’t think too much at that moment
when he has got hit for two sixes back-
to-back.”“We wanted to delay him a bit
and wanted him to just bowl the best ball,
that is his off spin. But I think the way he
is bowling, he is going to do really well for
India in the next few years as well.”
Abhishek said he would like to see Kishan
more relaxed when he comes out to bat.
“… he doesn’t laugh that easily while
batting so I have to make him laugh and
relax him a little because he
likes to be in that zone
when he comes to bat,”
Abhishek said.               (PTI )
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Indore 

Pacer Arshdeep Singh said India had a
clear plan to keep West Indies skipper
Shai Hope in check and he was pleased
that the bowlers executed it to per-
fection to secure a 14-run
win in the third T20
International here.

With the win on
Sunday here, India took a
2-1 lead in the five-match series.

Arshdeep claimed three wickets,
playing a pivotal role in containing the
West Indies batters, particularly the dan-
gerous opener Hope (5) and Sherfane
Rutherford (32). He clean-bowled both
the West Indies batters as India success-
fully defended 223.

The victory was significant, consider-
ing Hope had smashed a century while
Rutherford hammered a 37-ball 84 to
help West Indies pull off a record chase
of 250 in the second game in Ranchi.
“Before the match we had planned how
to target Shai Hope, to keep things tight
and execute that plan on the field;
seeing the result feels great,” said
Arshdeep, who returned with figures of
3/44 in his four overs, in a video posted
by the BCCI. “A lot of credit goes to

coaches for walking us through the plan
and highlighting what we could apply
in the match. It was executed well, sup-
ported by brilliant bowling overall. 

“Mayank (Yadav) kept the pressure
building from the other end and all six
bowlers chipped in. It feels good when
there is a bit of pressure on execution
… it is good fun,” added Arshdeep. While
Mayank Yadav went wicket-less, he kept
the West Indies batters under pressure
with his express pace, conceding just 34
runs in his four overs. 

West Indies had plan for me, but I had to
play better than that: Abhishek Sharma

Plan to shackle Hope executed
to perfection: Arshdeep Singh

Ministry, NSF review
meet on Asiad
performance rescheduled

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The Sports Ministry’s one-day meet with National Sports
Federations to review the country’s performance in the
recently-concluded Asian Games has been rescheduled by
a couple of days to October 15.

The meeting was originally planned for October 13 but
Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya, who will chair the pro-
ceedings, is currently in Ahmedabad for the BRICS Traditional
and Indigenous Sports Demonstration Games. “The meeting
will be on October 15 now,” Ministry source said.

The focus of the brainstorming session is going to be on
the underwhelming show of “experienced” athletes, espe-
cially in badminton, shooting and athletics.

India won 85 medals, including 21 gold, in the Aichi-Nagoya
Games that ended on October 4, a significantly lower count
than the record haul of 106 medals achieved in the previ-
ous edition in Hangzhou.

Eleven of India’s 21 gold medals in Aichi-Nagoya came on
the last two days of the competition with archers, the men’s
and women’s hockey teams, boxers and women golfers
being the star performers.

In contrast, badminton yielded one men’s team bronze,
while the performance of shooters, especially in pistol com-
petition, was relatively poor with double Olympic-medallist
Manu Bhaker ending medal-less. Among the shuttlers, the
defending champion men’s doubles pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty was knocked out in the opening
round itself. The seasoned P V Sindhu also crashed out early.
In athletics, the gold count was down from six to one and
injuries to key stars such as hurdler Jyothi Yarraji, and triple
jumper Praveen Chithravel were stunningly revealed during
the competition. Even steeplechaser Avinash Sable did not
start in the 5000m event, raising concerns about his fitness
levels at the Games. He had been initially ruled out of the
Games but was included in the squad following a fitness
assessment by Athletics Federation of India.

TAPAN MOHANTA n Kolkata

India’s most decorated com-
pound archer Abhishek
Verma is determined to fight
his way back into the nation-
al team after missing the
country’s historic Olympic
qualification at the Asian
Games and is targeting not
just the 2028 Los Angeles
Olympics but also the 2030
Commonwealth Games on
home soil.

India became the first
country to secure an Olympic
quota in compound archery
at the recently-concluded

Aichi-Nagoya Asian Games,
where the discipline will
make its Olympic debut in
the mixed team event. Sahil
Jadhav and Chikitha
Taniparthi clinched the
mixed team gold to secure
the berth, while India also
won the men’s and women’s
team titles. 

Abhishek Verma targets Los
Angeles 2028, CWG 2030


